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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-02 INR-10 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-15 
ACDA-12 IO-14 EB-08 OES-07 SNM-05 COME-OO TRSE-00 
OMB-01 CEQ-01 EPA-04 DEAE-00 /124W 

059956 28085 1Z /II 

R 280637Z FEB 78 
FM AMEMBASSY OSLO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5340 
INFO AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY HELSINKI 
AMEMBASSY REYKJAVIK 
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 

UNCLAS SECTION 1 OF 2 OSLO 0998 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PEPR, NO, SW, FI, DA, IC 

SUBJECT: 26TH SESSION OF NORDIC COUNCIL 

1 . SUMMARY. THE 26TH SESSION OF THE NORDIC COUNCIL WAS HELD 
IN OSLO, FEBRUARY 18-22, AT THE NORWEGIAN STORTING 
(PARLIAMENT). FORMER NORWEGIAN PM TRYGVE BRATTELI SERVED 
AS PRESIDENT OF THE SESSION. HEADS OF GOVERNMENT AND 
LEADING POLITICAL FIGURES FROM NORWAY, ICELAND, DENMARK, 

SWEDEN AND FINLAND PARTICIPATED. PROPOSALS FOR A NORDIC 
TV SATELLITE, FOR NORDIC CONSULTATION ON THE INTER- 
NATIONAL ECONOMY, AND ON NARCOTICS CONTROL AND ENVIRON- 
MENTAL PROTECTION WERE AMONG THE ITEMS CONSIDERED AT 
THE MEETING. FOREIGN-POLICY ISSUES WERE NOT DISCUSSED. 

(THESE ARE RESERVED TO THE NORDIC MINISTERIAL MEETINGS). 

THE 27TH SESSION OF THE COUNCIL WILL BE HELD IN STOCKHOLM 
IN FEBRUARY 1979. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE 26TH SESSION OF THE NORDIC COUNCIL, CONSISTING OF 
PARLIAMENTARIANS FROM NORWAY, ICELAND, DENMARK, SWEDEN 
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AND FINLAND, WAS HELD FEBRUARY 18-22 AT THE NORWEGIAN 
STORTING (PARLIAMENT). FORMER NORWEGIAN PM TRYGVE 
BRATTELI SERVED AS PRESIDENT OF THE SESSION. HEADS OF 
GOVERNMENT AND LEADING POLITICAL FIGURES FROM THE FIVE 
NORDIC COUNTRIES PARTICIPATED. 

3. DURING THE FIVE DAYS' SESSION, THE COUNCIL PLOWED THROUGH 
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MORE THAN 200 PROPOSALS, DEALING WITH VARIOUS REGIONAL 
CONCERNS. MATTERS DRAWING DELEGATES' SERIOUS ATTENTION 
INCLUDED: A) PROPOSAL FOR A NORDIC TV SATELLITE; 

B ) CALL FOR CLOSE NORDIC CONSULTATION ON INTERNATIONAL 
ECONOMIC MATTERS; C) NORDIC COOPERATION IN ENVIRON- 
MENTAL PROTECTION; D) COOPERATION ON NARCOTICS CONTROL. 

4. (A) NORDIC TV SATELLITE. THE COUNCIL AGREED THAT THE 
WORK OF EXPERTS' GROUP CONTINUE, AND THAT A RECOMMEND- 
ATION BE PRESENTED TO THE MARCH NORDIC MINISTERIAL MEETING. 
THE MINISTERS ARE EXPECTED TO APPROVE THE SATELLITE PROGRAM, 
WHICH ENVISAGES AN 1 1-CHANNEL SYSTEM TO DISSEMINATE BROAD- 
CASTS FROM THE FIVE NORDIC COUNTRIES THROUGHOUT THE NORDIC 
REGION. A DECISION TO BUILD THE SYSTEM, HOWEVER, IS NOT 
EXPECTED UNTIL 1980-81. 

(B) THE COUNCIL ACCEPTED THE RECOMMENDATION OF ITS 
ECONOMIC STANDING COMMITTEE ON CONSULTATION ON THE INTER- 
NATIONAL ECONOMIC SITUATION AND EMPLOYMENT, NOTING THAT 
NORDIC POLICY MUST TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE REALITIES IN 
THE NON-NORDIC WORLD. NORDIC COORDINATION SHOULD TAKE 
PLACE IN THE VARIOUS INTERNATIONAL FORA WHERE ECONOMIC 
POLICY MEASURES ARE DISCUSSED AT THE GOVERNMENTAL AND 
EXPERT LEVEL, THE COUNCIL DECIDED. A PROPOSAL FOR ALIGN- 
MENT OF POLICIES BY NORDIC GOVERNMENTS TO COMBAT UNEM- 
PLOYMENT AND INFLATION, PUT FORTH BY ERLENDUR PATURSSON 
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OF DENMARK, AND SUPPORTED IN AN INTERVENTION BY FORMER 
PM OLAF PALME OF SWEDEN, WAS VOTED DOWN BY THE COUNCIL. 
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FM AMEMBASSY OSLO 
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UNCLAS SECTION 2 OF 2 OSLO 0998 

(C) ENVIRONMENT. THE COUNCIL ENDORSED MINISTERIAL 
DECISIONS TO ESTABLISH A COMMON NORDIC ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROGRAM, INCLUDING COMMON AIR/WATER STANDARDS, ABATEMENT 
AND IMPROVEMENT MEASURES, NORDIC SUPPORT FOR A EUROPEAN 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION CONVENTION UNDER THE AUSPICES 
OF THE ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE (ECE) OF UN, AND 

AN AGREED PROGRAM OF PREPAREDNESS AGAINST OIL DISASTERS 
IN OFF-SHORE OIL OPERATIONS. THE OIL DISASTER PROGRAM 
CALLS FOR A JOINT RESEARCH EFFORT, A TRAINING PROGRAM 
FOR PERSONNEL TO FIGHT DISASTERS, AND THE PREPARATION 
OF JOINT SAFETY REGULATIONS FOR PLATFORMS AND TANKERS. 

(D) NARCOTICS. SOME DELEGATES, PARTICULARLY THE 
NORWEGIANS, CALLED FOR STRONG MEASURES TO COMBAT 
NARCOTICS TRAFFICKING AND ABUSE, INCLUDING ESTABLISHMENT 
OF NATIONAL NARCOTICS BUREAU IN THE NORDIC COUNTRIES, 

AND SEVERE, UNIFORMLY APPLIED PENALTIES IN ALL NORDIC 
COUNTRIES FOR CONVICTED TRAFFICKERS AND ABUSERS. THE 
COUNCIL STOPPED, HOWEVER, AT ENDORSING AN EARLIER 
MINISTERIAL DECISION WHICH ENCOURAGES CLOSER COOPERATION 
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BETWEEN LAW ENFORCEMENT, CUSTOMS AND PORTS-OF-ENTRY 
AUTHORITIES IN THE NORDIC LANDS. 

5. COMMENT. EXCEPT FOR A FEW SPARKS STURCK BY LAPPS AND 
FAROE ISLANDERS DEMANDING REPRESENTATION IN THE COUNCIL, 

THE 26TH SESSION WAS A VERY HUM-DRUM AFFAIR. MOST OF THE 
DECISIONS DEALT WITH COORDINATION OF VARIOUS ASPECTS OF 
THE INTERNAL POLICIES OF THE NORDIC COUNTRIES. SECURITY 
AND FOREIGN POLICY QUESTIONS WERE NOT ON THE AGENDA, 

SINCE, TO THE EXTENT THESE MATTERS ARE TREATED IN A 
NORDIC CONTEXT, THEY ARE HANDLED BY THE MINISTERIAL 
MEETINGS. THE NORWEGIANS HAD EXPECTED A PRODUCTIVE 
DISCUSSION OF POSSIBLE NORDIC ACTION TO COMBAT UNEMPLOY- 
MENT AND INFLATION, BUT WERE DISAPPOINTED. PARTLY BECAUSE 
OF A LACK OF INTEREST BY BOTH THE SWEDES AND THE FINNS. 

6. ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE COUNCIL, LIKE THE COMMON NORDIC 
PASSPORT, COME ABOUT SLOWLY, AND UNDR AM ATTC ALLY. THE 
26TH SESSION MAY BE REMEMBERED FOR, IF NOTHING ELSE, 
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MOVING THE NORDIC TV SATELLITE A LITTLE CLOSER TO THE 
LAUNCHING PAD. 

BREMER 
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